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Leipzig has shown impressive growth since the fall of the Berlin Wall.  

A study by the Berlin Institute for Population and Development shows Leipzig to be the fastest 
growing city in Germany. The growth potential until 2035 is around 16 per cent more inhabitants. 
No other major German city is developing so rapidly. With the settlement of Porsche, BMW, DHL, 
Siemens, Amazon, most recently Beiersdorf and many others, Leipzig overtook many West 
German regions in terms of economic growth after reunification. The settlement of companies, the 
industrial structural change, the increase in jobs and remarkable innovation all contribute to 
Leipzig's upswing as a business location. 

Leipzig exerts a powerful attraction. 

The trade fair city is the most dynamic of all cities nationwide after Berlin. This was confirmed in a 
study by the Hamburg Institute of International Economics (HWWI) and the private bank 
Berenberg. Measured in terms of performance, location quality and future prospects, Leipzig did 
particularly well. 



 
 

More and more founders are discovering this, as Leipzig has long attracted young professionals 
and founders from all parts of Germany. In 2019, for example, the start-up Mercateo announced 
that it would relocate its headquarters from Munich to Leipzig. The company is a leading operator 
of internet platforms for business customers in Europe. Mercateo aims to grow from around 580 
employees at present to a total of around 850 in the next five years. The Agency for Leap 
Innovations, which promotes disruptive technologies on behalf of the German government, also 
chose Leipzig as its new home. Saxony's flagship start-up Staffbase, with a total of over 300 
employees, opened its Leipzig location in 2020. 

No other location in eastern Germany is currently managing to attract start-ups from other 
cities so successfully. 

The thriving start-up scene in Leipzig also attracted the founders of FlyNex to the east. After 
participating in the SpinLab Accelerator programme, the company stayed in Leipzig. FlyNex is a 
leading technology company for drone operations in the B2B sector. Technologiegründerfonds 
Sachsen and High-Tech Gründerfonds as well as GPS Ventures invested an amount in the 
millions in the start-up. 

As a "purpose-driven" company, The Nu Company has taken up the cause of healthy, plastic-free 
snacks and wants to prove that positive business is no longer a utopia. For their mission, they 
moved from Dresden to Leipzig and led the food start-up to success. The number of employees 
has grown rapidly, and last year The Nu Company was able to raise a total of 3.7 million euros in a 
financing round from Nico Rosberg, among others. 

In addition, many other start-ups such as indeework, Vesputi, Rehago and mementor have found 
their way to Leipzig in recent years. 

Excellent start-up ecosystem in Leipzig 

Leipzig is now one of the most innovative regions in Europe and was named the fifth best city in 
Germany for young companies by Startup Blink magazine. The start-up scene in Leipzig is 
booming. This rapid development has been fuelled by the creation of incubator and accelerator 
programmes. These have managed to effectively support founders in their first steps. Numerous 
start-up initiatives, coworking spaces and event formats offer founders valuable know-how and 
exchange. The players focus on cooperation and mutual support. Leipzig thus offers an excellent 
start-up ecosystem and works closely with the institutions of the Free State of Saxony, such as 
FutureSax. 

With Technologiegründerfonds Sachsen, MBG Sachsen and Sächsische Aufbaubank, which 
recently relocated its headquarters to Leipzig, start-ups encounter a strong financing scene. In 
addition, there are private investors such as Smart Infrastructure Ventures, Monkfish Equity, VNG 
Innovation and 2bahead Ventures. 

 

 

 



 
 

Leipzig wins bid to become a digital hub. 

The start-up scene was further strengthened with the establishment of a Digital Hub. Since 2017, 
Leipzig has been one of 12 Digital Hubs of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology 
(BMWi). In Leipzig, the "Smart Infrastructure Hub" focuses on energy, health, smart city and 
related cross-sectional technologies. The innovation centre bundles competencies for these future 
fields and complements existing offerings. At the same time, it should also enable supraregional 
and international start-up teams to implement their business ideas in the city. 

With "Smart Infrastructure Ventures", the first private venture capital fund in the new federal states 
was founded in 2019. Smart Infrastructure Ventures is a venture capital fund that invests in early-
stage start-ups from the SmartCity, energy & eHealth and related sectors across Germany. The 
fund was founded by established multiple founders and successful investors, who all participate in 
the fund. 

SpinLab - the hotspot for founders 

SpinLab - The HHL Accelerator, the award-winning accelerator programme, provides professional 
support to founders. The funding programme, based in Leipzig's Baumwollspinnerei, supports 
innovative companies in founding and growing their projects. Start-ups can apply for a 6-month 
programme here. Part of the programme is intensive coaching, mentoring, tailor-made workshops 
and access to a broad partner and investor network. Upon acceptance into the programme, the 
companies can take advantage of all the offers free of charge and without participation and even 
receive up to 15,000 euros. SpinLab - The HHL Accelerator has already successfully supported 
over 70 start-ups in recent years with an average of €923,000. 

BioCity Campus - science and business under one roof 

The "Biotechnology Offensive Saxony" adopted by the Saxon state government in July 2000 has 
produced a sustainable and successful ecosystem in the life sciences sector. Since then, Leipzig 
has developed into one of the most dynamic life sciences regions in Germany. The BioCity 
Campus, a remarkable biotechnology and life science park, has been created on the historic site 
of the Alte Messe Leipzig. 

BIO CITY LEIPZIG, one of the 20 best biotechnology incubators in Europe, has been at the centre 
of the BioCity Campus since 2003. With its excellent infrastructure and individually customisable 
rental space consisting of laboratories and offices, it represents the perfect starting point for any 
company in the life sciences sector. The symbiosis on the BioCity Campus creates very good 
opportunities for all resident companies to establish co-operations and benefit from synergies. 

  



 
 

Successful start-up exits 

Several Leipzig start-ups have managed to sell their companies to international corporations. 
Successful exits include, for example, the takeover of Surgical Process Institute (to 
Johnson&Johnson Medical), Energy2market (to EDF), Clean Energy Sourcing (to BayWa R.E.) or 
Apinauten GmbH (to EASY Software). 

A remarkable development also lies behind Rhebo GmbH: a few years after its foundation, the IT 
security company has become a European market leader for industrial security and continuity. 
Rhebo's technology makes it possible to detect hacker attacks and anomalies in networks in real-
time. This enables energy providers and other customers to react immediately to cybersecurity 
threats. Rhebo has benefited from Leipzig's strong start-up ecosystem because after Rhebo took 
part in the SpinLab programme and won an award at the FutureSax Gründerpreis, the 
Technologiegründerfonds Sachsen and VNG Innovation invested alongside other investors. In 
January 2021, the Swiss electricity meter manufacturer Landis+Gyr acquired the Leipzig-based 
start-up Rhebo for a double-digit million sum. 

Innovative ideas and business models from Leipzig are increasingly being noticed by venture 
capitalists. As an attractive investment location, the region of Saxony was ranked 6th in the federal 
state comparison by invested venture capital volume in 2019 and 2020 - with 40% growth. 

Leipzig is now one of the most innovative regions in Europe: with a diverse, medium-sized 
economy, an excellent university and research landscape and a strong start-up infrastructure that 
is developing dynamically. 

 

For more information on Invest Region Leipzig contact: 

Invest Region Leipzig GmbH, Markt 9, 04109 Leipzig 

Tel: +49 (0) 341 2682 77 70 

Email: Welome@invest-region-leipzig.de 

Internet: www.invest-region-leipzig.com 
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